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UNDER THE MASTER'S HAT
WHO IS THE NEW WORSHIPFUL MASTER?

My name is Rodney Tracey Flannery.
I’m an informal kind of guy, so I prefer
“Rod”. I want to say that I am humbled
Gary Pastor
and honored to serve this lodge as your
Senior Warden
Worshipful Master for the 2021-2022
Masonic Year. I would like to take a few
Tim West
moments to share with you my Masonic
Junior Warden
Journey so that you understand a little
about who I am and why Masonry is
Robert Giesseman
important to me.
Treasurer
Growing up, the men that I aspired to
emulate had 2 things in common: they
Ed Badger
were all Christians, and they were all
MASONS! THEY WERE ALL GOOD MEN
Secretary
AND TRUE! I recognized they were all men
of respect, honor, honesty, and integrity. I
Peter Pollock
wanted to be just like them!
Senior Deacon
Let me state that Masonry has not
always been at the top of my priority list.
Eric Drake
After becoming a Mason at Groveport
Junior Deacon
Lodge #240 in 1976, I supported the Lodge
with my attendance at stated meetings,
Craig Haycook
inspections, and special events as often as
Senior Steward
my work schedule would allow. I married
my wife of 44 years, Lisa, in August 1977,
Kohen Baerhorn
in 1979, my wife and I, along with our
Junior Steward
15-month-old daughter, Tiffany, relocated
to Van Wert OH. After a couple years, I
WB Craig Lobdell
began missing the relationships that I had
Chaplain
through Masonry, and I started attending
the local lodge. Eventually, in 1982, I
WB Michael Mahaffey demitted and became active in Van Wert
#218, even serving as Senior Warden.
LEO Officer
I become totally immersed in all things
Masonry, joining all the Scottish and York
David Zambo
Rite bodies and my wife and I joining
Tyler
Eastern Star together.
But, you know, life sometimes happens
and takes you in a different direction.
Towards the end of my year as SW, we
relocated out of state and my son, Robby,

was born in February of the following year.
At 15-months, he was diagnosed with
a neuro-muscular disease called Spinal
Muscular Atrophy with a prognosis that we
would only have him for a few months or
maybe a couple of years. Our world was
rocked by the sobering thought that we
might lose out son before he even made
it to kindergarten! We picked up again
and relocated back to Southern Delaware
County to be closer to the specialist at
Columbus Children’s Hospital, the MDA
Clinic and my wife’s family. Quite frankly,
Masonry was the furthest thing from our
minds, and I eventually was suspended for
Nonpayment of Dues from Van Wert Lodge
#218 and all the other appendant bodies by
mid-1989.
But God is good, and we have been
incredibly blessed! Robb made it through
school, earning his master’s in education
from Wright State. He is now 37, married
to the love of his life, Nikki, raised his
wife’s nephew as their own, and is now
“Paps” to little Ava. He teaches middleschool social studies for and on-line school
and owns a beautiful home is Mt. Gilead.
He is also taking a stem-cell therapy called
Spiraza, which has somewhat stabilized the
progression of his disease.
Our daughter, Tiffany, lives close by in
Powell, is married to her husband, Matt,
and has a 15-year-old who is one heck of a
baseball player, an awesome football player
and an all-around great young man. Tiffany
is also an educator teaching behavioral
handicapped children at one of the many
Olentangy elementary schools. I thought
being a parent was time consuming but
being a grandparent can sometimes be
exhausting!
So, what brought me back to Masonry?
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Simple answer: I missed my brothers!
After life started settling down after turning 62,
I started to reassess my priorities, I knew I wanted
to return to Masonry. Thanks to WB Bill Wolfe, I
was introduced to University Lodge #631, where
he and his family have been a part of this Lodge’s
foundation for more than 100 years. In 2016, after
getting my membership back in order, I demitted and
immediately expressed a desire to serve this Lodge in
any capacity they could use me, starting as a Steward
and progressing through the line.
As your Worshipful Master for the coming year,
there are several challenges that we, as a Lodge and
as a fraternity, are facing: Declining membership;
increasing average age of our members, low attendance, and lodge participation; consolidation of lodges
due to finances and membership, just to name a few.
Thanks to the leadership of The Grand Lodge of Ohio
and Most Worshipful Brother Timothy Scott Wheeland
(a member of OUR LODGE), there is a plan in place
to help us overcome many of the challenges. But it
all starts with each and every member of our Lodge
and Masons everywhere, from the youngest entered
apprentice to the Grand Master himself. It will take a
concerted effort to reverse some of these trends that
are quickly eroding our numbers.

2021 CALENDAR

So, you ask, “How can I help?” These are my top 3:
1. Your attendance – if you are local, we would
love to see you in Lodge! Your support from
the sidelines is important to me, the Lodge and
to YOU.
2. Help us MAKE MASONS! -We are charged by
our Charter to do this. Come to Lodge and
hear about some ideas as to how you can talk
about Masonry to share how men can become
Masons.
3. Participate in some way! That doesn’t mean
that you need to learn a lecture or charge or any
of the ritual work. It just means participating
by being you and supporting the work we do
in some way, shape of form.
I implore all those who are physically able and local,
please take an opportunity to join us whenever you
can this year and rekindle the fires as we “REFLECT
ON FREEMASONRY” in 2022! We meet every 1st and
3rd Tuesday (except July and August) at 7:00 PM with
dinner served at 6:15. Our Inspection this year will be
in the Fellowcraft Degree on Tuesday, January 4th,
2022. Hope to see you there!
Fraternally yours,
Rodney Flannery
Worshipful Master

OF UPCOMING EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

The 14th Masonic District Officer’s Association is in
the process of creating the 2022 District Directory. As
usual, they are offering the opportunity to purchase
One Line Sponsorships. The $5 price remains the same
as prior years and monies received will be used to offset
the printing costs. If you are interested, please contact
WB Mike Mahaffey (mike@mahaffey.com) as soon as
possible. New this year is the option for individuals to
submit and pay for their one-line signer spot on the
14th District’s website at https://14thmasonicdistrict.
org/district-directory.

is $30 per person or $50 per couple. Awardees and
their +1 will be our guests. If the awardee wants
to bring more than +1, each additional guest will
cost $20. Please make your reservations with the
Secretary (614) 905-5621 or Treasurer. You can pay
ahead of time or at the door.
We are making plans to attend inspection of
Ebenezer Lodge #33 on Saturday, January 15,
2022. This is a morning inspection which will Tyle at
9:30am. To make it to Wooster in time for breakfast
we will carpool from the Temple leaving at 7:00am.

University Lodge #631 will be inspected in the FC
degree at our Stated meeting on January 4, 2022.
Dinner will begin at 6:15pm and the Lodge will
Tyle promptly at 7:00pm. Note that Grand Master
Wheeland is expected to be in attendance.

The 14th Masonic District Grand Master’s reception is scheduled for Saturday, March 12, 2022, at
Villa Milano on Schrock Road. Mark your calendar
and stand by for news.

Our annual holiday dinner and awards ceremony
will take place Tuesday, December 14, 2021, starting
at 6:00pm in the dining room of York Golf Club. Cost

Our 5k Run at the York Golf Club has been scheduled for Sunday, March 27, 2022. This year we will
be supporting the Children’s Hunger Alliance https://
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EVENTS & ACTIVITIES Continued from page 1
childrenshungeralliance.org/. Please contact Adam
Wilcox (arwilcox11@gmail.com), our event chair, to
volunteer to help or to sign up to participate.
Our annual blood drive in honor and memory of
Susan Vermeire has been scheduled for the month of
April 2022. We won’t be hosting our own drive this
year: please make an appointment at any blood drive
or Red Cross donation center this April and give blood
in a “directed donation” in Susan’s memory and honor.
You can reserve a time online at the Red Cross blood
donation website https://www.redcrossblood.org/ or
call them at (800-733-2767). Make a date, save a life!

pancakes, sausage, and fellowship. Veterans and kids
under 11 eat free so bring your family and friends. To
cover expenses, a free-will donation will be accepted
and appreciated.
Our Lodge will be presenting a Grand Masters
One-Day Class on Saturday, June 18, 2022. We’re
still finalizing details but save the date! If you have a
candidate for the degrees who would like to participate,
we will need their petition and fees no later than
6:30pm June 1, 2022. This is a no-exceptions deadline.

Tuesday, April 5, 2022, will be our Past Masters
night. Our Past Masters will assume the chairs, and
the Lodge will present the Rusty Nail degree to all who
would like to attend and participate.

There are two golfing outings scheduled for July
of 2022. Our annual Lodge outing will take place on
July 5, and the annual district tournament will take
place on July 9, both at York Golf Club. The Tri-Lodge
tournament will also take place this summer on a date
to be announced. Save the dates and stand by for
news.

On Saturday April 14, 2022, we will host our
annual Pancake Breakfast and Lodge Open House
for the benefit of Children’s Hunger Alliance. Stop
by Northwest Temple between 8:30 and 11:30am for

Our Formal Table Lodge and feast of St. John the Baptist
has been scheduled for Saturday, September 17, 2022.
We’ll convene in the dining room at Northwest Masonic
Temple. Watch for more news and save the date!

REMINDER: Please make sure your family knows where
you keep your white lambskin, and that you are entitled to
a Masonic funeral at your passing. A Masonic funeral is our
way of bidding farewell and offering condolences, hope,
and sympathy to your family. It does not conflict with, or
replace, any funeral observances of your faith, and is yours
and your family’s for the asking. You can contact the Lodge
directly (614) 792-6311 or ask your funeral director to make the
arrangements.

THE SHORT TALK BULLETIN
Published monthy by the Masonic Service Association
of North America, 3905 National Drive, Suite 280,
Burtonsville, MD 20866. Tel: (301) 476-7330, under the
auspices of its member Grand Jurisdictions.
msaoffice@msana.com www.msana.com
Subscription Rates:
To U.S. Addresses (Incld APO & FPO...........$ 1 2 . 0 0 / y r .
To addresses outside the U.S.........................$ 1 3 . 0 0 / y r .

COVID-19 Response: Meetings and Activities
Almost everything Masonic has returned to nearnormal. We are still following safety precautions,
including social distancing, frequent washing, and
sanitizing. Masks aren’t required at our meetings
and events, but please feel free to wear one if makes
you more comfortable. Extra masks are available in
the Lodge office if you forget yours. If you don’t
feel well or if you’re not comfortable, then please
stay home.
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IMPORTANT – UPDATE YOUR RECORD!
Each member needs to sign onto Grand View, the
Grand Lodge’s membership database, and make sure
their record is correct. Please edit, change, or update
anything that isn’t correct and then save the corrected
information. You will need our Lodge number 631 and
your membership number (six-digit number on your
membership card). Click the “sign up” link on this web
site to get started:
https://oh.grandview.systems/users/sign_in
In the upper right side of the page, click on “Member
Registration” and the system will walk you through
how to set up your login credentials and take you to
your member page.
If you already have a login to Grand View, click on
“sign in” instead. After you make your improvements,
be sure to save them by clicking on the green bar at the
bottom of the page. Please do this as soon as you can.
Your contact information in the Grand Lodge database
is our only way to make sure you get email, phone calls,
and mailings from us. The information you enter is
secure and is not used in any other way.

NOTE! If you don’t have Internet access, please call
the secretary at 614-906-5621 during regular business
hours (9a.m. – 5p.m. M-F) and we can make the updates
for you. Please help us keep in touch!
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Grand Master of Masons in Ohio Elected!

2022 DUES are Due!

We are pleased and proud to announce that our own
Past Master Timothy Scott Wheeland was duly elected
and installed Grand Master of Masons in Ohio for the
2022 Masonic Year at the Grand Communication which
took place Friday, October 15, 2021. Let it be known
that University Lodge #631 F. & A. M. of Ohio will do
everything within our power to aid, assist, encourage,
and support our Most Worshipful Brother as he leads
our Fraternity in the coming year. To that end, and
because the unreimbursed personal expenses incurred
in serving as Grand Master are considerable, we have
set up a fund to help MWB Wheeland defray some of
those expenses. Please buy a Lodge shirt or jacket in
support of our Most Worshipful Brother. If you would
like to contribute directly, you can send a check to the
Temple, add it to your dues, or may though the Lodge
web site http://www.university631.com/payment.html

Our annual dues continue to be $85 per year, or
you can purchase an endowed membership for $885
and get off the hook for annual dues forever. If you
haven’t paid your 2022 dues yet, please do so at
your first opportunity. You can pay online on the
Grand Lodge website https://oh.grandview.systems/
users/sign_in or on the Lodge website http://www.
university631.com/payment.html, or send your check
to the Temple.
If you cannot pay because of financial distress
or health issues, please let us know right away.
Masonic relief for distressed worthy Master Masons
is available, but you must request it: we cannot offer
it proactively. Also note that we cannot make your
relief permanent – according to the Ohio Masonic
Code you must request it every year you need it.

2021 Grand Master – Timothy S. Wheeland
Timothy S. Wheeland was born on September 4, 1967, and
he has spent most of his life in the central Ohio area (Columbus
and Powell areas). He graduated from Northland High School
in 1985 and attended The Ohio State University and Franklin
University, earning a Bachelor of Science degree in Marketing.
Tim is married to his high school sweetheart (Kim) and
they have two grown children (Ryan and Megan) – and seven
grandchildren.
After graduating high school, MWB Wheeland needed to find
a job that would allow him to work his way through college.
After working miscellaneous jobs over the summer, he accepted
a position at CompuServe Incorporated at the age of 17.
Fast forward thirty-seven years later – and you will now
find Tim managing the membership operations of not only
CompuServe, but AOL, Yahoo, and Netscape as well. MWB
Wheeland’s career has included many roles – including business
management, membership management, project / product
management, people management, and technology innovation
/ integration. Tim’s background in membership management
and subscriptions has allowed him to bring an understanding of
the critical metrics that drive member acquisition, membership
losses, and membership retention to the fraternity.
While golfing one day with his father-in-law (Clyde “Joe”
Bourne), a discussion came up about the Masons – and little did
Tim know, that this would be the start of a wonderful lifetime
journey. Tim was initiated an Entered Apprentice, passed to
the degree of Fellow Craft, and raised to the Sublime Degree
of Master Mason on April 9th, 2005 – during the statewide
Grand Master’s Class event. MWB Wheeland was blessed by
the members of University Lodge #631 – as they were warm,
welcoming, friendly, and caring. The members and officers
encouraged Tim to take part in the various Lodge functions and
they worked on teaching him the proficiencies, ritual, lectures,
charges, and other aspects of Masonic life.
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During our recent Annual Communication,
The Grand Lodge of Ohio welcomed our
newest Grand Master, Most Worshipful
Brother Timothy S. Wheeland.
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A Little Help Please:

Secretary’s Scribbles

When we become Master Masons we promise,
among other things, to look out for and care for
each other. Your Lodge and the entire Fraternity are
anxious to do just that. But we cannot help you if we
don’t know what you need -- you need to tell us. A
phone call or email will do. Everything will be held in
confidence, so please don’t hesitate to ask.
The Ohio Masonic Home offers far more than their
residential and skilled care facilities. They have an entire
program devoted to helping you stay in your home and
receive the assistance and care you need right there.
Give them a call at 877-881-1623. They can help you
find the resources you need for everything from home
repair to in-home care-giving services, and lots more
besides.
Your Lodge always offers friendship and fellowship,
and we can provide assistance as requested. Please
let us know what you need, even if it is just someone
to talk with. Contact your secretary by phone during
business hours (9a-5p M-F) at 614-906-5621 or any
time by email at ewbadger@gmail.com.

Thank you to the brethren for re-electing me to
the position of Secretary of our Lodge. Your vote of
confidence means a lot. Also, thanks to WB Gary Pastor
for sitting in as secretary pro tem during 2020-2021. I’m
back full time now!
If you would like to wear a mask and forget to bring
your own, there is always an open package on my desk
in the Lodge office. If you take the last one, please let
Bob Giesseman know.

In Memoriam
The following Brothers of University Lodge have
let fall their Working Tools and been called to the
Celestial Lodge since our last report:

10/16/2020
11/19/2020
12/16/2020
12/28/2020
1/20/2021
4/30/2021
7/10/2021
8/11/2021

Stephen John Bills
L. D. “Pete” Wilkins
Aaron Scott Jeremias
Jeffrey Michael Jenkins
James Cloyd Tharp
Benjamin Luther Haner
John William Unkle
William Joseph McFerren

Matthew 25:21 (KJV 1611)
Spring jackets now also available for sale! Contact Bob Giesseman univ631@gmail.com to place your order!

Order your Lodge Golf Shirts Now!

In response to overwhelming popular demand, we are
making embroidered golf shirts available to our members.

UNIVERSITY LODGE

CAPITAL C

YORK LODGE

COMMUN

LINDEN LODGE

NEW ENGL

NO. 631, F. & A. M.

NO. 656

The cost is $45 each, and they are available in either
Royal Blue or White.
NO. 563, F. & A. M.

If you would like to place an order, please let us know
which Lodge name your would like, how many shirts you
would like, color and size of each required. You’ll be able to
pay for and pickup your order in the Lodge at a
stated meeting.

NO. 637, F. & A. M.

Please contact Ed Badger at (614) 906-5621;
ewbadger@gmail.com; or Bob Giesseman at
(614) 792-6311; univ631@gmail.com.
Name: ____________________________________________

GOODALE LODGE
NO. 372, F. & A. M.

UNIVERSITY LODGE

CAPITAL CITY LODGE

YORK LODGE

COMMUNITY LODGE

LINDEN LODGE

NEW ENGLAND LODGE

NO. 631, F. & A. M.

NO. 656, F. & A. M.

Home Phone: __________________ Cell: ________________
Email: ____________________________________________
Qty. Wanted: _______
Size:

S

M

L

White ______ Blue______
 XL

 2XL

 3XL

NO. 563, F. & A. M.

NO. 684, F. & A. M.

 4XL

Lodge Name:______________________________________

NO. 637, F. & A. M.

GOODALE LODGE

NO. 4, F. & A. M.

NO. 684

NO. 4,

University Lodge #631 F. & A. M.
Northwest Masonic Temple
2436 Dublin-Granville Road
Columbus, OH 43235-2709
univ631@gmail.com

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
www.university631.com
If you would like to receive the
Trestleboard Electronically,
please send an email to:
univ631@gmail.com

Bible verse 121 Psalm, King James Version 1611
121 I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. 122 My help cometh
from the Lord, which made heaven and earth. 123 He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he
that keepeth thee will not slumber. 124 Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber
nor sleep. 125 The Lord is thy keeper: the Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand. 126 The sun
shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night. 127 The Lord shall preserve thee from
all evil: he shall preserve thy soul. 128 The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming
in from this time forth, and even for evermore.

Looking for more information?
The Grand Lodge of Ohio
www.freemason.com
Fourteenth District
Masonic Officers Association,
F. & A. M. of Ohio
www.14thmasonicdistrict.org
York Rite Freemasonry:
USA & International
www.yorkrite.org
Grand Encampment of
Knights Templar, USA
www.knightstemplar.org
Scottish Rite Freemasonry,
Valley of Columbus
www.valleyofcolumbus.com
Supreme Council, 33°, A. A. S. R.,
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction
www.scottishritenmj.org
Aladdin Shrines
www.aladdinshrine.org

CURRENT CONTACT INFORMATION
If you have a new address, telephone number,
or an email address, your Lodge would like to
know about it! Less than a third of our members
have their phone numbers or email addresses
in our records, and it makes it difficult to
communicate with you if we can’t find you!
So, PLEASE send an email to your Secretary
with your name, any address changes, your
preferred telephone number, and preferred
email address.
We’ll keep your information confidential, and
use it only to communicate with you about
things of Masonic interest.
We hope to hear from you soon.
These Member Benefits are available, see:
http://www.freemason.com/member-benefits
 AFLAC Supplemental Health Insurance
 Automated Calling Services
 Auto Owners Insurance
 Choice Hotel Discounts
 Drug Discount Card
 Hertz Rentals
 Montrose Auto Group Discounts
 Motel 6 Discount
 Ricart Automotive Discounts
 Sherwin Williams
 Web Hosting for Masonic Bodies

