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UNDER THE MASTER'S HAT
Brethren, I hope all of you are safe and sound
during these trying and confusing times.
Sometimes I think the full impact of the state
of the country has not really surfaced yet, and
harder times may be in front of us. Of course, it
is easy to worry in times like these. Fortunately,
we have a toolset which helps us navigate
during these trials and tribulations. It is our
Masonic precepts and tenets. I am constantly
amazed at how many times I have fallen back
to the morals and values we so cherish....and
how my belief in our fraternity has led me to the
better path or choices. I hope all of you have
found yourselves in similar situations.
We have been mostly absent from Lodge
meetings for all the right reasons: the pandemic,
our ages, and potential health risks. Fear may
factor in as well. I make no judgements here,
for I too have felt the same doubt as to what is
the right thing to do.
We have, nevertheless, managed to hold
several virtual meetings, and, this week we
had the first physical meeting since March.
Albeit constrained by the Governor’s protocol
mandate for social gathering, somehow it feels
good that enough brothers had the desire to
meet. I, unfortunately, was not in attendance,
as it was the same day as my 35th wedding
anniversary! I believe my attendance would

have been extremely dangerous, indeed. The
bottom line, in my opinion, is that the Lodge
continues to be strong, and normalcy will
eventually prevail.
We have seen many edicts funnel down from
the Grand Lodge....pray for the Grand Master,
as I know his decisions are not easy. The path
for him must be like controlling a hot air balloon
in a tempest, followed by days of relative calm.
I do not envy his position these days, nor the
position of anyone who is required to make
these types of decisions in today’s environment.
I have labored on some decisions as well. I do
not consider myself a great leader; it has never
been my forte......I assume the position of
Worshipful Master because of my love for the
fraternity and my Brothers.
As we move into Summer, I hope you all enjoy
time with your families and reflect on the
positive time spent with them. May all of you
remain safe and sound as this pandemic runs
its course. I look forward to seeing many of you
in the Fall, God willing.
Fraternally yours,
Frank M. Swiatek
Worshipful Master
University Lodge #631

I M P O RTA N T
Each member needs to sign onto Grand View, the Grand Lodge’s membership database, and make sure
their record is correct. Please edit, change, or update anything that isn’t correct and then save the corrected
information. You will need our Lodge number 631 and your membership number (six-digit number on your
membership card). Go to this link to get started https://oh.grandview.systems/users/sign_in In the upper
right side of the page, click on “Member Registration” and the system will walk you through how to set up
your login credentials and take you to your member page. If you already have a login to Grand View, click on
“sign in” instead. After you make your improvements, be sure to save them by clicking on the green bar at the
bottom of the page.
Please do this as soon as you can. Your contact information in the Grand Lodge database is our only way to
make sure you get email, phone calls, and mailings from us. The information you enter is secure and is not
used in any other way.
NOTE! If you don’t have Internet access, please call the secretary at 614-906-5621 during regular business
hours (9a – 5p M-F) and we can make the updates for you.

Please help us keep in touch!

COVID-19 Response: Meetings and Activities
Almost everything Masonic was canceled or postponed in
March through mid-June. Right now we don’t have enough
guidance or information from Grand Lodge or the health
authorities to distribute firm dates and times for most Masonic
activities and outings outside of our Lodge. We have a
dispensation to meet over the summer, and our Master has
chosen to do so. These will be regular tyled meetings of the
Lodge, held in July and August on the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays as
usual. We will open in either EA or FC to minimize contact.
We are instructed to maintain our safety precautions,
including masks, social distancing, and frequent washing and
sanitizing. Please attend if you feel you can do so. If you
don’t feel well or if you’re not comfortable, then please stay
home.
Here’s what we do have as of Memorial Day weekend.
• The 14th Masonic District plans to go ahead with their
2020 tournament on Saturday, July 11, 2020 at the Bent
Tree golf club starting at 8:00am. The registration form
can be found at this link: http://14thmasonicdistrict.org/
images/2020/2020_Golf_Registration.pdf
•

The 14th Masonic District is still planning to hold their
annual picnic on August 2. Details to be announced as
the date grows nearer.

•

Formal Table Lodge in the dining room at Northwest
Masonic Temple has been postponed until September
29, 2020. The plans for this event are tentative and will be
announced as the date grows nearer.

•

The University Lodge 5K run for Nationwide Children’s
Hospital has been postponed until the end of March 2021.

•

This year’s 14th Masonic District Deputy GM program
roll-out is scheduled for 7:00pm on 7/29/2020 at
Northwest Masonic Temple. This year all Lodge officers
are encouraged to attend, the meeting is open to all
members, and everyone is welcome to bring their +1.

•

The Grand Lodge of Ohio plans to go forward with the
Annual Communication, currently scheduled for October
23 & 24 in Wilmington, OH.

In Memoriam
The following Brothers of University Lodge have
let fall their Working Tools and been called to the
Celestial Lodge since our last Stated meeting on
March 3, 2020. Their passing was recalled and
honored at our virtual stated meetings and their
Masonic records entered into our minutes.

WB James S. Spruance PDEO 4/1/2020
Br. James E. Headlee 4/21/2020
WB William E. Whittington 5/13/2020

2020 Scholarship Awarded to Ava Weithman
June 19, 2020, we awarded the 2020 scholarship to Ava
Weithman of Lewis Center. AVA is the daughter of Sheri
and Todd Weithman. AVA is a graduate of Olentangy High
School, class of 2020.
Ava is a two-year survivor of brain cancer. While taking
treatments and having surgery for the brain cancer AVA
carried a 3.8 grade point average throughout her high
school years. Ava also played on the Varsity and Freshman,
Sophomore valley ball teams during this period. Ava has
been accepted to the University of Cincinnati into their PreMed program.

A Little Help Please:
When we become Master Masons we promise,
among other things, to look out for and care for
each other. Your Lodge and the entire Fraternity
are anxious to do just that. But we cannot help you
if we don’t know what you need -- you need to tell
us. A phone call or email will do. Everything will be
held in confidence, so please don’t hesitate to ask.
The Ohio Masonic Home offers far more than their
residential and skilled care facilities. They have an
entire program devoted to helping you stay in your
home and receive the assistance and care you
need right there. Give them a call at 877-881-1623.
They can help you find the resources you need
for everything from home repair to in-home caregiving services, and lots more besides.
Your Lodge always offers friendship and fellowship,
and we can provide assistance as requested. Please
let us know what you need, even if it is just someone
to talk with. Contact your secretary by phone during
business hours (9a-5p M-F) at 614-906-5621 or any
time by email at ewbadger@gmail.com.

Secretary’s Scribbles
This has never happened to me before. Up until now,
everyone has always told me to get up and go to work or to
go outside and play, and that it wasn’t good to spend your
life indoors. How things have changed! Since the end of
February, the highlight of the week has been a trip to the
post office to put outgoing letters in the drop box, or to the
CVS drive-through for a prescription. The rest of the time has
been spent in my home office, in the kitchen, or in front of the
TV. I can hardly wait for this to be over so we can meet faceto-face in fellowship, eat at a restaurant, or attend an event
without risking our lives to do so.
In the meantime, our Lodge has been trying to keep in
touch. The Grand Master gave Ohio Lodges permission to
hold meetings via telecommunications in the EA degree so
we can continue to conduct business, learn from education
programs, and enjoy at least virtual fellowship. We couldn’t
do any ritual work or balloting on members, but we can now
that live meetings have resumed.
I was skeptical of the virtual meetings at first, but the meetings
we had were about as well-attended as our regular meetings,
with the added advantage that Brothers who had been longabsent due to distance were able to attend and participate.
Discussions and education were informative and lively, and
our Brothers showed that they are still interested in our Lodge
and Freemasonry.
In addition to the programs and activities listed under
“Meetings and Activities,” we’re waiting on additional
guidance from the state health authorities and Grand Lodge,

but we hope to be able to reschedule the Red Cross Blood
Drive at York Golf Club and Pancake Breakfast for Nationwide
Children’s Hospital at Northwest Masonic Temple when it
becomes possible.
The Holy Bible is given as the Rule and Guide of our faith. In
it, we find the 91st Psalm. Here it is as it appears in the 1611
King James Bible.
1 He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow
of the Almighty.
2 I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust.
3 Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome
pestilence.
4 He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth
shall be thy shield and buckler.
5 Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day;
6 Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth
at noonday.
7 A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not
come nigh thee.
8 Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked.
9 Because thou hast made the Lord, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy
habitation;
10 There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling.
11 For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.
12 They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.
13 Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt
thou trample under feet.
14 Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on
high, because he hath known my name.
15 He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will
deliver him, and honour him.
16 With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation.

“In times of difficulty and danger, in whom do you put your trust?”

Contact Bob Giesseman - univ631@gmail.com to place your order!
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Matthew 25:21 (KJV 1611)
“His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou
hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many
things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.”
Remember -- Stated Meetings are
1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the Month
Dinner at 6:15 and Meeting at 7:00!

Looking for more information?
The Grand Lodge of Ohio
www.freemason.com
Fourteenth District
Masonic Officers Association,
F. & A. M. of Ohio
www.14thmasonicdistrict.org
York Rite Freemasonry:
USA & International
www.yorkrite.org
Grand Encampment of
Knights Templar, USA
www.knightstemplar.org
Scottish Rite Freemasonry,
Valley of Columbus
www.valleyofcolumbus.com
Supreme Council, 33°, A. A. S. R.,
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction
www.scottishritenmj.org
Aladdin Shrines
www.aladdinshrine.org

